Information for Market Fair Sutlers, Artisans, and Entertainers

2012

What is the Claude Moore Colonial Farm?

Claude Moore Colonial Farm, the only privately operated park in the National Park system, is a living history museum depicting life on a poor tenant tobacco farm circa 1771.

What are the Market Fairs?

Three times a year, on the third full weekend of May, July and October, the Farm holds traditional 18th Century Market Fairs. Volunteers and crafters in period costume barter and gossip with each other, demonstrate a skill or trade, prepare and sell period food, entertain visitors and run activities and sales booths.

Market Fairs were a requirement by law in the Virginia Colony’s County of Fairfax during the colonial era, so the Farm considers them to be a part of its educational mission.  This focus on education means that standards for outside vendors is extremely high with trades/skills demonstrating being required.  The trade-off for our vendors is, unlike most other craft fairs, we do not charge fees nor expect any part of their profits. 

How Many People Attend?

Although it depends on the weather, attendance at our Market Fairs is usually 800-1200 people per day. The October Fair is generally the most heavily attended. The main audience is families, particularly with school-age children, plus the Farm’s many volunteers (125+ people each day).

What is Appropriate?

Any entertainment, craft, or merchandise that was in 1770’s Virginia (pre-Revolutionary War), is family-friendly, and does not conflict with anything else already at the Market Fair is acceptable. All artisans must wear appropriate period costume, do their best to treat visitors as if they were actually in the 18th century, and actively demonstrate their craft for the education of the public. All parts of the setup must be period-correct; modern items should remain hidden, and no cell phone use is allowed in view of the public. All merchandise must be 18th century appropriate as well as character appropriate (for example, a tin smith would not be showing or selling wooden buckets or a coopers tools). .  Plastic Bags are not permitted to be used in any form regarding the sales of merchandise.  Finally, all artisans and entertainers must be approved by the Market Fair Guild, a board of volunteers that makes decisions regarding the Market Fairs.  This process can take 4 weeks and applicants must have visited a prior Market Fair before making application.

We have limited space and so can only accept a small number of applicants each season.

What is the Weather Policy?

The Market Fairs are held except in cases of severe weather. There is no “rain date.” In case of cancellation or delay, we will post the information on our website.

How to Apply to Present Your Craft or Skill at the Market Fairs:

We have an application that can be downloaded from our website, at: http://1771.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/MF_Application_2011.doc
The deadline to apply is 4 weeks prior to the Market Fair.

Once you’ve been accepted………

Signing Up:

Please let us know which Market Fairs you are able to attend by emailing marketfair@1771.org. It is best if you can tell us at least 1-2 months in advance.  Areas for artisans/entertainers to set up are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis; it is rare, but occasionally we run out of room for everyone to attend who wishes to.

Setting Up:

You are welcome to set up as early as you like. Most set up their tents on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, but you may arrange to come earlier by contacting J-D Engle at jengle@1771.org. To load/unload, you may drive in through the handicapped entrance or the road that runs from the office to the Market Fair grounds. All vehicles must be removed by 10:30 am and cannot re-enter the grounds until after 5:00 pm on the Saturday & Sunday of the Fair.

Where to Go:

Please park at the office parking lot, or as near as you can get. (We run out of space quickly and have to park on the grass and roadsides.) Directions can be found on our website: http://1771.org/?page_id=147 Enter the administrative office to fill out a volunteer form (if you have not already done so), and to sign in on the clipboard at the door. (You need to fill out the volunteer form so we have your information on file.)

At the entrance to the Market Fair grounds is the Volunteer Check-In from 9:30-11am. This is where you will check your name off the volunteer list (so we know who has arrived) and sign for your tobacco notes (see “Lunch”, below). 

Colonial Clothing:

If a new volunteer, artisan or entertainer does not have appropriate clothing they may borrow colonial clothing for their first 3 Market Fairs. Clothing must be picked out and set aside in the 1-3 weeks prior to the Market Fair by reservation with the staff during business hours (M-F, 9-5) or, if you are not available during those times, by other arrangement (contact marketfair@1771.org).  The clothing must stay at the Farm; you may not take it home. On Market Fair day please leave enough time to change into your clothing, since by 10am you should be dressed and at the Market Fair grounds preparing for the 11am opening.

If you already have your own colonial clothing, please send a photo of yourself in that clothing along with your application.  If you would like to purchase clothing, we recommend the seamstress who comes to the Market Fairs, Joyce McDonald.  Mrs. McDonald makes all of the Farm’s reproduction clothing and the quality and price are excellent.  Her email address is jwmcdonald@verizon.net  Please remember to give her enough time to make your clothing, as she has a limited amount in stock.

Please note: Our costumed Market Fair volunteers may not enter the recreated 1771 farm during open hours (10am-4:30pm) as all the staff & volunteers at the 1771 farm have assigned roles in our fictional “family”. So as not to confuse the visitors we ask that all costumed volunteers stay in the Market Fair or office areas while the 1771 farm is open to the public. Thank you for understanding.

Lunch:

When you sign in at the Volunteer Check-In at the entrance to the Market Fair, you will receive $8 worth of “tobacco notes”—fake money you can use for food and drink at the Fair (excluding alcoholic beverages). This is basically a “free lunch”!

Payment options for your sales:

Claude Moore Farm is always happy when our vendors & artisans make a sale. Your success means we succeed as well. However, please keep these few things in mind when selling merchandise to the public:

a) Credit Card Sales: The farm currently accepts credit card sales at all stands that it is responsible for staffing. If you are presented with a credit card at a Farm run stand, please take the total of merchandise along with the credit card to the chicken stand. Someone there will run the card for you. After that, return to your stand, have the customer sign the receipt and thank them for their purchase. If you are artisan profiting from your own sales, please e-mail the Farm’s Director, Anna Eberly at aeberly@1771.org to find out if the Farm can accommodate you with credit card sales or if you must bring your own machine.

b) Unless you are working at a Farm Run Stand, please do not accept the cut coins that the farm sells as gift certificates to   use at its stands. If you do choose to accept these coins, please be aware that the Farm will not reimburse you for them and that once you accept them, you are essentially donating the worth of your goods to the farm.

Facilities:

There are chemical toilets at the Market Fair. Or, if you would prefer flush toilets, they are located at the Farm’s administrative office, a 5-minute walk from the fair grounds.
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