A Map of the Farm
CATTLE: Provide the family with dairy products:
milk, butter and cheese. The breed is called
American Milking Devon, and both males and
females have horns.
CHICKENS: Called “Dung Hill Fowl” (a term
for regular chickens of no specific breed). They
provide eggs and meat for the family.
CORN: Ground into cornmeal and used as the
Farm’s basic food grain. The variety is called
White Dent.
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FLAX: After being harvested in late summer, the
flax is prepared for spinning into linen thread.
Tobacco

GARDEN: A variety of vegetables and herbs are
grown here to supplement the family’s diet.
GEESE: Alert the family to predators, visitors and
happenings on the Farm. They also provide meat
feathers, and eggs.
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HOGS: Are allowed to roam free in the woods,
but are penned up to fatten for slaughter.
Afterwards the meat is salt-cured and then stored
in the house.
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HOUSE: A small one-room log building. It is
used by the family for cooking, storage and
shelter.
MARKET FAIR GROUNDS: Open only for
the Market Fairs that are held on May 17 & 18,
July 19 & 20 and October 18 & 9 of 2014. It is
also open for the Farm Skills program, which
require reservations.

ROOT CELLAR: Provides winter storage for root
vegetables such as carrots, potatoes, turnips and
parsnips.

ORCHARD: The newly planted apple trees will
provide the family with dried fruit as well as cider
once the trees mature.

TOBACCO: The main cash crop of the Farm.
After being cultivated, harvested and cured, it is
traded for tobacco notes, a lawful form of currency.
These notes are then used to pay the rent and
purchase goods and services that are not produced
on the farm.

POND: Provides water for the animals as well as
the crops during the hot summer months.

SPRING: The farm’s primary water source

WHEAT: Planted in September and harvested in
late June; most of the grain is traded as the Farm’s
secondary cash crop while the rest is ground and used
for flour.
TOBACCO BARN: Used for curing tobacco and
storing crops. The steeply pitched roof provides
maximum strength and space for hanging the leaves
to cure in the open, airy structure.
TURKEYS: Found near the barn they are herded
through the tobacco fields by the farm children to
eat the hornworms that, if left to attack the tobacco
leaves, would destroy the entire crop.

WOODED LAND: Provides the family with logs
for fence rails, building timbers, clapboards and
firewood.
WORM FENCING: Found throughout the Farm it
protects planting areas from roaming domestic as well
as wild animals. The zig-zag construction of the split
rails makes the fence strong without having to use
posts, nails or pegs; this type of fencing can also be
easily moved. (Also known as snake fence or Virginia
rails)

Places in the area important to the farm family:
POTOMAC RIVER
For transportation &
catching fish
1 Mile

QUICK FACTS ABOUT

1771
—POLITICS: Virginia is still a colony of England under
King George III.

TOLSTON’S MILL

—REGULAR FOLKS: Most people in Virginia live like
this Farm family; very few people were rich.

For grinding wheat & corn into flour
6 Miles

—NEAREST TOWN: Alexandria is about 1 day’s walk
away or half a day on horseback.

THE
FARM
TOBACCO WAREHOUSE
Where the family takes their yearly tobacco
harvest to obtain tobacco notes
3 Miles

THE FALLS CHURCH
Where the family
attends church
8Miles

THE TOWN OF ALEXANDRIA
The nearest town; here the family
can purchase needed goods that
they cannot produce themselves
15 Miles

How long would it take?
The average human walking speed is about 3 miles per hour, depending on the condition of the roads, so divide the number of
miles by 3 and you will have a rough estimate of how many hours it would take to walk that distance.

Example: If Alexandria is 15 miles away, then it should take around 5 hours to walk there.

—MONEY: Tobacco is the main cash crop, and transactions are done either in Barter (exchanging goods) or
with Tobacco Notes (receipts issued by warehouses), Coins
come from many different countries.
—RELIGION: The official religion of Virginia is the
Church of England. Everyone belongs to a parish (church
district), and attends the parish church. The Farm family
attends the Falls Church, about a 4 hour walk away.
—TRANSPORTATION: Many people walk where they
need to go. If you have a horse, it takes half as long to get
somewhere. Another good way to travel is by the Potomac
River, only a half hour walk away from this farm.
—FOOD: The staple foods for poor Virginians are corn
and pork, with seasonal vegetables to supplement their
diets.
PETS ARE NOT PERMITTED ANYWHERE IN THE PARK
The Claude Moore Colonial Farm is an 18th century living
history farm and privately operated National Park. For more
information about the Farm and its programs, visit
www.1771.org.
6310 Georgetown Pike, Mclean, VA 22101

Welcome to the
Claude Moore
Colonial Farm
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
AS YOU ENTER THE FARM

—You are stepping back in time to the
year 1771, only 4 years before the
American Revolution began.
—The costumed interpreters you will meet
are actors portraying a fictional family from
the year 1771. They will remain in
character as they invite you to step back in
time with them. You will be treated as a
new friend or neighbor who is dropping by
to visit.
—The farm family enjoys visitors, and is
eager to talk to you. To get the most out of
your visit, please ask questions and feel free
to lend a helping hand!
—The Farm family members do not really
live here (though they will tell you they
do!), but they do all the farm work just as
it would have been done in 1771.
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